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SENATE BI LL 5968

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Thi baudeau, Wod, Haugen and Prince

Read first time 02/24/97. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to electric-assisted bicycles; anmending RCW
46. 16. 010, 46.20.500, 46.37.530, and 46.61.710; and adding a new
section to chapter 46.04 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 46. 04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

"Electric-assisted bicycle" neans a bicycle with tw or three
wheel s, a saddle, fully operative pedals for human propul sion, and an
electric notor. The electric-assisted bicycle's electric notor nust
have a power out put of no nore than one thousand watts, be incapabl e of
propel ling the device at a speed of nore than twenty m | es per hour on
| evel ground, and be incapable of further increasing the speed of the
devi ce when human power alone is used to propel the device beyond
twenty mles per hour.

Sec. 2. RCWA46.16.010 and 1996 c¢c 184 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is unlawful for a person to operate any vehicle over and
al ong a public highway of this state wthout first havi ng obtai ned and
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having in full force and effect a current and proper vehicle |license
and display vehicle license nunber plates therefor as by this chapter
provided. Failure to make initial registration before operation on the
hi ghways of this state is a m sdeneanor, and any person convicted
t hereof shall be punished by a fine of no less than three hundred
thirty dollars, no part of which may be suspended or deferred. Failure
to renew an expired registration before operation on the highways of
this state is a traffic infraction.

(2) The licensing of a vehicle in another state by a resident of
this state, as defined in RCW46. 16. 028, evadi ng the paynent of any tax
or license fee inposed in connection with registration, is a gross
m sdenmeanor puni shabl e as fol |l ows:

(a) For a first offense, up to one year in the county jail and a
fine equal to twi ce the amount of delinquent taxes and fees, no part of
whi ch may be suspended or deferred,

(b) For a second or subsequent offense, up to one year in the
county jail and a fine equal to four tinmes the anount of delinquent
taxes and fees, no part of which may be suspended or deferred,

(c) For fines levied under (b) of this subsection, an anount equal
to the avoided taxes and fees owed shall be deposited in the vehicle
licensing fraud account created in the state treasury;

(d) The avoi ded taxes and fees shall be deposited and distributed
in the sanme manner as if the taxes and fees were properly paid in a
tinmely fashion

(3) These provisions shall not apply to the foll ow ng vehicles:

(a) Electric-assisted bicycles;

(b) Farm vehicles ((as—definred—+n—REW46-04-181)) if operated
within aradius of fifteen mles of the farmwhere principally used or
garaged, farmtractors and farminpl enents including trail ers designed
as cook or bunk houses used exclusively for animal herding tenporarily
operating or drawn upon the public highways, and trailers used
exclusively to transport farm inplenments from one farm to another
during the daylight hours or at night when such equi pnment has lights

that conply wth the | aw (—PROVW-BEDFURFHER—That—these—provi-sions

shaH—net—appty—teoe)) .
(c) Spray or fertilizer applicator rigs designed and used

exclusively for spraying or fertilization in the conduct of
agricultural operations and not primarily for the purpose of
transportation, and nurse rigs or equi pnent auxiliary to the use of and
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designed or nodified for the fueling, repairing, or |oading of spray
and fertilizer applicator rigs and not used, designed, or nodified
primarily for the purpose of transportati on((:+—PROVW-BEDFURFHER—Fhat-
these—provistoens—shall—net—applyto)) .

(d) Fork lifts operated during daylight hours on public highways
adjacent to and within five hundred feet of the warehouses which they

ser ve( (—PRAMVM-BDEBFURFHER—Fhat—these—provtsiens—shal—net—applyteoe
egqui-prent—defined—as—folHows:) )

(e) "Special highway construction equipnment” ((+s)) defined as
follows: Any vehicle which is designed and used prinmarily for grading
of hi ghways, paving of highways, earth noving, and other construction
wor k on hi ghways and which is not designed or used primarily for the
transportation of persons or property on a public highway and which is
only incidentally operated or noved over the highway. It includes, but
is not limted to, road construction and maintenance mnachinery so
desi gned and used such as portable air conpressors, air drills, asphalt
spreaders, bitum nous m xers, bucket |oaders, track laying tractors,
ditchers, leveling graders, finishing machi nes, notor graders, paving
m xers, road rollers, scarifiers, earth noving scrapers and carryalls,
lighting plants, welders, punps, power shovels and draglines, self-
propelled and tractor-drawn earth noving equipnment and machinery,
including dunp trucks and tractor-dunp trailer conbinations which
either (((3)) (i) are in excess of the legal wdth, or ((£2)r)) (ii)
whi ch, because of their |ength, height, or unladen weight, may not be
noved on a public highway w t hout the permt specified in RCW46.44.090
and which are not operated | aden except within the boundaries of the
project limts as defined by the contract, and other simlar types of
construction equi pnent, or ((£3))) (iii) which are driven or noved upon
a public highway only for the purpose of crossing such highway fromone
property to another, provided such novenent does not exceed five
hundred feet and the vehicle is equi pped with wheel s or pads which wll
not damage the roadway surface.

Excl usi ons:

"Speci al hi ghway construction equi pnent” does not include any of
the foll ow ng:

Dunmp trucks originally designed to conply with the |egal size and
wei ght provisions of this code notw thstanding any subsequent
nodi fication which would require a permt, as specified in RCW
46. 44. 090, to operate such vehicles on a public highway, including
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trailers, truck-nmounted transit m xers, cranes and shovels, or other
vehi cles designed for the transportation of persons or property to
whi ch machi nery has been attached.

(4) The followng vehicles, whether operated solo or in
conbi nation, are exenpt from |icense registration and displaying
license plates as required by this chapter:

(a) A converter gear used to convert a semtrailer into a trailer
or a two-axle truck or tractor into a three or nore axle truck or
tractor or used in any other manner to increase the nunber of axles of
a vehicle. Converter gear includes an auxiliary axle, booster axle,
dolly, and jeep axle.

(b) A tow dolly that is used for towing a notor vehicle behind
anot her notor vehicle. The front or rear wheels of the towed vehicle
are secured to and rest on the towdolly that is attached to the tow ng
vehicle by a tow bar.

Sec. 3. RCW46.20.500 and 1982 ¢ 77 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

No person may drive a notorcycle or a notor-driven cycle unless
such person has a valid driver’s license specially endorsed by the
director to enable the holder to drive such vehicles, nor may a person
drive a notorcycle of a larger engi ne displacenent than that authori zed
by such special endorsenment or by an instruction permt for such
cat egor y( (+—PROW-DED—Fhat—any) ). However, a person sixteen years of
age or older, holding a valid driver’s license of any class issued by
the state of the person’s residence, nay operate a noped w t hout taking
any special exam nation for the operation of a noped. No driver’s

license is required for operation of an electric-assisted bicycle if

the operator is at | east sixteen yvears of age. Per sons under si xt een

vears of age nay not operate an el ectric-assisted bicycle.

Sec. 4. RCWA46.37.530 and 1990 ¢ 270 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is unlawful:

(a) For any person to operate a notorcycle or notor-driven cycle
not equi pped with mrrors on the left and ri ght sides of the notorcycle
whi ch shall be so |ocated as to give the driver a conplete view of the
hi ghway for a distance of at |east two hundred feet to the rear of the
nmot orcycl e or notor-driven cycle: PROVIDED, That mrrors shall not be
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required on any notorcycle or notor-driven cycle over twenty-five years
old originally manufactured wi thout mrrors and whi ch has been restored
to its original condition and which is being ridden to or from or
ot herwi se in conjunction with an anti que or cl assic notorcycl e contest,
show, or other such assenblage: PROVIDED FURTHER, That no mrror is
requi red on any notorcycle manufactured prior to January 1, 1931;

(b) For any person to operate a notorcycle or notor-driven cycle
whi ch does not have a wi ndshi el d unl ess wearing gl asses, goggles, or a
face shield of a type conformng to rules adopted by the state patrol;

(c) For any person to operate or ride upon a notorcycle, notor-
driven cycle, or noped on a state highway, county road, or city street
unl ess wearing upon his or her head a protective helnmet of a type
conform ng to rul es adopted by the state patrol except when the vehicle
is an antique notor-driven cycle or autonobile that is licensed as a
not orcycle or when the vehicle is equipped with seat belts and rol
bars approved by the state patrol. The helnmet nmust be equi pped with
either a neck or chin strap which shall be fastened securely while the
nmotorcycle or notor-driven cycle is in notion. Persons operating
electric-assisted bicycles shall conmply with all |aws and regul ations
related to the use of bicycle hel nets;

(d) For any person to transport a child under the age of five on a
nmotorcycle or notor-driven cycl e;

(e) For any person to sell or offer for sale a notorcycle hel nmet
whi ch does not neet the requirenents established by the state patrol.

(2) The state patrol is hereby authorized and enpowered to adopt
and anmend rules, pursuant to the Admnistrative Procedure Act,
concerning the standards and procedures for conformance of rules
adopt ed for gl asses, goggles, face shields, and protective hel nets.

Sec. 5. RCW46.61. 710 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 213 s 8 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) No person shall operate a noped upon the hi ghways of this state
unl ess the noped has been assigned a noped registration nunber and
displays a noped permt in accordance with the provisions of RCW
46. 16. 630.

(2) Notw thstandi ng any ot her provision of |aw, a noped may not be
operated on a bicycle path or trail, bikeway, equestrian trail, or
hi king or recreational trail.
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(3) Operation of a noped or an electric-assisted bicycle ona fully
controlled limted access highway or on a sidewal k i s unl awful.

(4) Renoval of any muffling device or pollution control device from
a noped is unlawful.

(5) Subsections (1), (2), and (4) of this section do not apply to
electric-assisted bicycles. Electric-assisted bicycles nay have access

to highways of the state to the sane extent as bicycles. El ectric-

assisted bicycles may be operated on a nultipurpose trail or bicycle

lane, but local jurisdictions may restrict or otherwise limt the

access of electric-assisted bicycles.

Passed the Senate April 22, 1997.

Passed the House April 10, 1997.

Approved by the Governor May 12, 1997.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State May 12, 1997.
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